St. Richard Parish

Perspective

26855 Lorain RoadOWi cNoAth4®ITonst ed ARAA

the many blessings that we have.

struggling.

generosity, and for each other.
Fr. Charles

From St. Vincent de Paul to F&ARVhat does it mean?

According to church records, the St. Richard Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society was founded on Octoberdhd 94
lived the way of Blessed Frederic Ozanam and St. Vincent de Paul ever since. Next @etabeitd havecelebrated 50 years as a
conference! Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference was linked to our Diocesan St. Vincent de Paul Office and to the NéitrareatSt
de Paul Office. Under new national leadership, the national guidelines have been changed for those who call themSehcnadet
Paul Conference.

There are several disparities between the National Office and the majority of the conferences in our diocese. ©werissige i
ecumenically with groups like Love Inc.,(Love In the Name of Christ), a national outreach ecumenical organization whisthbkips
clients, and Interfaith Hospitality Network which works with homeless families. Both groups benefit from our social @rirelate.

with others to help those in need!

parishes had organized their own conferences. There will be some additional dialogue this month with the National @&iwéland
keep you informed.

In the | ast sever al mont hs we have been working with
pantryo. Making this change allows us to have a f oiththe gty
we are able to provide meat, dairy and produce to families. Clients can now choose items they need and will usenfidiebeatfe

community.

In the near future the St. Vincent de Paul Envelope will be changed to St. RidRaRI (Food/Financial Assistance Progma You
will continue the same outreach and special projects that we have been doing. The Spirit of St. Vincent de Paul eilixgbrithed
same efforts but with a new name. Our parish is committed to serving those in need in our parish and in our community!
Thank you for all your help. It is greatly appreciated by those who receive it!

Upcoming Events:

There will also be a food collection at 9 am mass Thanksgiving Day.

other shelters and agencies.

Continued on Page 4

The collaborative outreach we are doing with the City of North Olmsted and the Faith Forum would also be in questiotiorihe Na
Office prefers each conference to work independent of any other group. We, however, knokiwerae b ody whe@h wies

—
NY

We have much to be thankful for this holiday season: our freedom, our religion, our lif¢, anc

We are still waiting for word on senior housing. The city wide food pantry is becom|ng a
reality. We are waiting for our cluster proposal to be reviewed by Bishop Lennon. You can
read some of the details in this newsletter. Financially, like everyone else, we afe still

In spite of the struggles, we are grateful to God for the good He has given us, for you

9, an

Because of ongoing discussions and litigation we were alarmed to find out that we are no longer allowed to call ouioari@nirzat
Vi ncent ordugethRiclagd. ®ur Bishop has no canonical jurisdiction over the St. Vincent de Paul organization, and thergfore,
influence on the changes. The St. Vincent de Paul Organization is an independent and autonomous organization, everythough ma

t he
nt i

than receiving bags packed randomly by volunteers. With some of your continued contributions we are able to purchasetiepd fr
Cleveland Food Bank at a greatly reduced price. Many churches in the community are also working with us to meet théh@peds ¢

all have been very generous and supportive of serving those in need and we hope you will continue Rtebsé be assured that jwe

November 22 & 23Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive .Our goal is to provide food baskets with all the fixings for a Thanksgivingg mea

Decembeli The Giving Tree and Adogg-Family organized by Social Action benefits our parishioners and clients as well as thoge fror



Building on current efforts, while each parish will maintain its own

youth ministry program, the programs will be brought into closg
contact and collaboration on specific program elements.

1 We will maintain the combined sports program currently
operating.
I The Youth Ministers will meet regularly to arrange for
combined youth ministry events on a regular basis.
9 The Youth Ministers will include a social justice and social
outreach program as a part of youth ministry, such as an
Appalachian Project and volunteer efforts at the West Sid
Catholic Center and other places.
CLUSTER PROPOSAL I  The programs will include quarterly cluster youth ministry
worship experiences and engage in Cluster to Cluster yol
The North Olmsted Cluster is comprised of three viable and ministry.
vibrant Catholic communities within the City of North Olmsted; $t. Adult to teen mentoring toward involvement in the ministrie
Brendan, St. Clarence, and St. Richard. The City of North Olmsted of the liturgical life of the Church will be developed.
is a mature suburban community, which is beginning to experieBeginning 6 months after approval of the Cluster Plan, the soc
the process of change do to slower growth and aging population. action and/or social justice committees of the three parishg
While the community still offers many amenities, we recognized  will collaborate to invite people from the cluster to their eve
that this change process would ultimately affect our three parishes. and establish venues to share parish accomplishments in
Itis in this light that we strive to bring our three parish justice activities.
communities into greater collaboration.

The following information was i\rucielénlill.tt%ﬁqabé)A//t//p§un§ainhOpé

in response to our specific directives. Our cluster is expecting to

receive a response by the Bishop in February or March. We will Eucharistic Liturgy:
continue to collaborate on many existing ministries. The entire
document can be read online at wwwishard.org. It is our desired goal that each church is filled with active and f

participation of our parish communities.
Article 1. Collaboration to Strengthen

] Beginning one month after approval of the Cluster Plan, the
Pastoral Care: Sunday Eucharist liturgy schedule for the three parishes will b
provided on the web sites of all three parishes.

Beginning at the start of the next annual planning cycle after
approval of the Cluster Plan, while each individual parish will Beginning 13 months after approval of the Cluster Plan, the N

maintain much of their own programs, there will be substantial Olmsted Cluster will envision, develop, implement, and evalua

sharing and combining of the following programs: on a yearly basis a (re)membering program to reach out to ina

1 Common PreCana Preparation and alienated Catholics in an effort teenegage them in the life o

1 Common PreBaptismal catechesis the Church.

1 Common RCIA

1 Many Common Adult Education offerings Beginning between 14 and 15 months after approval of the CIU

1 Communal celebrations of the Sacrament of Plan, a Joint Adult Education Committee will be formed to
Reconciliation implement clustewide continuing Catholic education beginning

Beginning 13 months after approval of the Cluster Plan, in ordeW{th a series on the Eucharistic Liturgy.
provide increased support to the sick and homebound, we will
plan a cluster wide effort to solicit for additional people to Beginning 21 months after approval of the Cluster Plan, the Cl
assist them and create a plan/organization that will utilize thll consider a feasibility study to find out why people are not
additional people in an equitable manner. attending the Sunday Eucharistic liturgy.

There will be special emphasis on inactive, registered membe

Article II. Strengthen Evangelization a wider outreach to the general public.

and Community Service:

Article IV. Plan for Three Priests.

Beginning 6 months after approval of the Cluster Plan, the three
parishes will develop and implement a plan to support a food
pantry in the area that serves the poor and needy better thaBeginning in the month after approval of the Cluster Plan, the
similar current activities without eliminating support currently ~ clergy, priests and deacons, of the cluster will begin
being provided to food pantries in neighboring areas. This plan establishing a shared calendar for the time beginning 24
is expected to build on steps already taken, such as the North months after approval of the Cluster Plan in order to avoid
Olmsted Faith Forum, to identify needs and establish action ~ overlapping of vacations and other absences insofar as
plans for the community. possible.
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